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BATTLE TIDE

AT VERDUN !

HOT YET

TURNED'

Fort Douaamont Fallen to the
Germans in Ruins; German
and French Accounts of the
Fierce Struggle Vary.

PRISONERS DESCRIBE
FRIGHTFUL MASSACRE

Gentians Gain One Mile in
Champaign, Russians Claim
Victories Over Austrians
and Turks.

LONDON', Feb. 28. The tide of bat-

tle around Verdun apparently' has not
turned to either side. While the Ger-

mans claim further advances, the
French are equally emphatic that they
have checked the attacks of the mass-
es of German infantry sent against
them. Fort Douaumont. which has
fallen to the Germans, is reported' in
ruins. Around this position desperate
fighting has progressed since Friday.
Here French counter attacks were de- -

livered with such crushing force that
the German detachments were driven
back, one regiment being almost en-

circled. Throughout the entire sec-

tion of Verdun, except the wetsera
bank of the Meuse. where the Ger-

man bombardment has slackened
somewhat, artillery duels still are of
vast proportions.

In the Woevre district the French
put down two German attacks but the
Germans began an important move-

ment in the Champaigne district,
where they succeeded in entering the
French advance positions of a sup-

porting trench extended over nearly
a mile and capturing more than 1,000.

Notwithstanding that fresh reserves
of French were thrown Into the af-

fray" at Douaumont, the German War
Office declares their efforts have been
fruitless and that the Germans have
advanced their lines toward Bras and
Vacherauville. It also is claimed that
the Germans expelled the French
from the Meuse peninsula.

On the Russian fornt, around Fried-richsta-

and llloukst, there has been
heavy tiring. In Galicia the Russians
repulsed an attack by Austrians on
the trenches along the Stripa river,
while the Austrians, acocrding to
Vienna, put down with sanguinary
losses the Italian attack on positions
on both sides of Monte 'San Michele,
east of Azza. The Russians still are
operating successfully against the
Turks who fled from Erzerum, also in
the Persian zone. An' Italian hospital
ship is believed to have struck a
mine off the roast of Albania and
sunk. The extent of casualties is un-

known but reported numerous.
"Frightful massacre," is how Ger-

man prisoners. describe the battle of
Verdun. Troeps were slaughtered by
French artillery, machine gun and
rifle fire. The impetus of the assault
wa snot diminished thereby during
the first four days, because fresh
troops were thrown Into the battle
uncep.singly.

"Advance, no matter what the loss-t- h

may be," was the order given Ger-

man trooos before the attack. The
most critical moment occurred when
a footing was gained at Fort Douau-
mont. The last hesitation by the de-

fenders would have been disastrous.
The Germans erdoubled their efforts

I

to take advantage of any confusion J.

but the French immediately began a
counter defensive. The French artil- -

trumpet can sin leaped noon tnp nrst

fury. The clash was murderous
the thinned French ranks would not
be denied but went on to the second
Gprmsn wtnr. while reinforcements
hurried to their support. The battle
waipd bacV and forward for hours,
artillery adding to the slaughter. The
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POLICE OF COUNTRY ARE LOOKING FOR
LA TRASSE, KANSAS' NOTED OUTLAW

i William La Trasse.
'

William La Trasse1 has been conceded generally to be Kansas' most
noted outlaw. About thirty-tw- o old, for fifteen years his has.
oeen connected with the annals of Kansas crime. About November 15 last
3e escaped from the Kansas state penitentiary, since which time the
of the country have been searching for him. He is believed have taken
cart in a spectacular daylight robbery in last

RAILROADS TO DECIDE.

PHOENIX. Feb. 29. Not un-

til after attorneys for the Sou-

thern Pacific, Santa Fe and El
Paso and Southwestern rail-

road companies get together in
Phoenix tomorrow will it be

whether the railroads
are to accept shipments of li-

quor Arizona. '

The attorneys for the three '

big companies are ' together
here primarily because of the
three-ce- nt which
Is begin before the corpora-
tion commission March 1.

fare matter Is now
In public Interest by the

they place upon
the personal use decision of the

court.
.'There is no question that any
person has the right to bring li-

quor over the state line in per-

son, provided that he does not
. intend to dispose of it In viola-

tion of the prohibition law.
The railroad and express com-
pany attorneys, however, are
undecided whether liquor ship-

ments can be handled by the
common carriers.

LARGE N V

AT ONCE SAYS

1
This Year's Program of Con-

struction Should be
Only by Facilities
Tells Committee.

WASHINGTON, Feb. 29. New con

:

in be when
Ited, this year, only by the country's
facilities to build. Rear Admiral
Knight, president of the Navy War
College told the House Naval Com-

mittee. He declared that an ade-

quate fleet is to be ready by 1925. An
immediate inquiry be made to
'determine the extent of facilities, and
to plan even
year until the navy is strong-
est afloat.

The admiral said it was a big pro
gram, but that we have a big coun-

try to defend. Only the limited na-

ture of construction facilities, he said.
MiiiKed the General Ttnard to fix 1925
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BRITISH STEAMER SUNK

I5NDON. Feb. 28. According to
Lloyd's the British steamer Bouthford
has been sunk. Eleven of the crew
wete saved. Two were killed.
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If it does not accomplish that ob-le- ct

he says a "death blow will ba
dealt England only if we direct a re-

quest to all neutral states to be kind
enough to keep out of English coastat
waters for a specified time, since oth
erwisp we cannot assume responsibill
ty for their ship losses." .

LIEUT. GOVERNOR DIES

I.OS ANGELES. Feb. 2S The body
of Lieut. Governor Eshleman of Cali-

fornia, who died at Indio. is expected
to arrive here tomorrow. No decision
w.s reached hv his family whether
the funeral will be here or in Sacra
pipnto. Eshleman was alone at th
time of his death. He arrived Sunday
an went to the Southern Pacific Club.
whre only the clerk knew him. Ouesta

ere aroured in the early morning
hv Fshlenian' call fer help. They huf
ried to his room and found him bleed--

n the lg profusely from a nemerrnaje 01

the lungs. He died soon after.


